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Deireadh le leagan cldite Foinse

Ta an foilsitheoir Mdinéar Teo. tar éis a fhdgairt go bhfuil deireadh curtha leis an leagan clébhuailte den
nuachtan seachtainiuil Foinse. Sa bhliain 1996 a bunaiodh an nuachtdn, agus anuas go dti an bhliain 2009 bhi sé &
thoilsit1 le cabhair 6 Fhoras na Gaeilge. Theip ar an maoinit sin agus athsheoladh Foinse mar fhorlionadh san
Irish Independent. Bhiodh éileamh mor ag scoileanna agus ag foghlaimeoiri uirthi.

Is doigh leis an bhForas ‘nach é an fhormaid chléite an bealach is oiritinai le seirbhis nuachta a sholathar do
phobal léitheoireachta na Gaeilge’. Chuir sé deireadh le Gaelscéal, an nuachtan Gaeilge eile, de dheasca na
ndeacrachtai déileachdin a bhi aige, agus ta taighde déanta aige anois chun a fhail amach an fit foilseachéan eile
den sért sin a chur ar bun.

Ta roinnt rudai ar sial ag Méinéar Teo. ar line le blianta beaga anuas, agus Foinse Og agus Foinse sa Rang ar fail i
gconai ar www.foinse.ie.
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Aireamh Ghaeilgeoiri na hEireann

Thug daonaireamh Eireannach 2011 deis ddinn slainte na Gaeilge a mheas in Eirinn. Is 1éir faoin am seo 6 fhoinsi
eile nach moér an rath atd i ndan don Ghaeltacht: teanga chathrach is ea an Ghaeilge feasta, agus is décha gur
Gaeilgeoiri seachas cainteoiri traidisitinta duchais is mo ata le fail sa chuntas thios.

Ddirt 1.7 milliun duine go raibh Gaeilge acu i Mi Aibreain 2011 - figiar nach gcreidfeadh aon duine ciallmhar. Is
fearr go mor an léargas a fhaighimid ar an scéal ¢ uimhir na geainteoiri laethtila. Ba mho lion na mban na lion na
bhfear sa ghrupa sin, agus is iad na Gaeilgeoiri an dream is oilte sa phobal, rud a threiseodh an tuairim gur
scothaicme de shaghas éigin iad.

Na figitiri, mar sin. Bhi 77,185 duine ag labhairt Gaeilge gach 14 lasmuigh den chéras oideachais. Bhi 23% diobh
seo idir ctig bliana agus ocht mbliana déag d’aois (17,457 duine) agus 30% idir cuig bliana is fiche agus ceithre
bliana is daichead (23,359 duine). Bhi 42,157 duine baineann ag labhairt Gaeilge gach 14 le hais 35,028 duine
fireann.

I mBaile Atha Cliath a bhi formhér na gcainteoiri laethtla le fail: 14,229 duine (18%). Bhi 6,336 cainteoir laethuil i
gCorcaigh, i nGaillimh agus i Luimneach le chéile (8%), agus duirt gripa tabhachtach eile (110,642 duine) go
labhraidis Gaeilge gach seachtain.

Ba mho an oilitiint a bhi ar chainteoiri laethtlla na mar a bhi ar an gcuid eile den phobal. Maidir le daoine a raibh
a gcuid oideachas criochnaithe acu, bhi céim ag 44% de na cainteoiri laethula le hais 26% den phobal i gcoitinne,.

Féach:
http://www.cso.ie/en/newsandevents/pressreleases/2012pressreleases/pressreleasecensus2011profile9whatwekno

w/




Gael-Mheiriceanaigh agus an ciniochas

The Irish, who, at home, readily sympathise with the oppressed everywhere, are instantly taught when
they step upon our soil to hate and despise the Negro. They are taught to believe that he eats the bread
that belongs to them. The cruel lie is told them, that we deprive them of labor and receive the money that
would otherwise make its way to their pockets. Sir, the Irish-American will one day find out our mistake.
He will find that in assuming our avocation, he has also assumed our degradation. (Frederick Douglass,
iarscldbhai agus daonfhuascléir)’

Sa bhliain 1995 d’fhoilsigh an starai Meiricednach Noel Ignatiev leabhar faoi na hEireannaigh i Meiricea agus
teideal griosaitheach air: How the Irish Became White. Pé dimheas a bhi ar na hEireannaigh ar dtus, a deir sé,
d’éirigh leo leas a bhaint as dath a gcraicinn chun dul chun cinn sa saol. Chun é seo a dhéanambh, afach, rinne
siad daoine gorma a dhispeagadh, a mhaslt agus fitt a mhart.

Bhi, ar ndoigh, taobh eile ar an scéal. Bhi na bochtain uile, Eireannaigh agus eile, caite i mullach a chéile i slumai
Nua Eabhrac agus Bhosttin, agus b’éigean ddibh tarraingt le chéile da mile buiochas — oibrithe agus cailini
aimsire, mangairi, tabhairneoiri, btistéiri, grésaeiri, meirdreacha agus meirligh. Luigh siad lena chéile, phos siad
a chéile, bhidis ag obair le chéile.

Caidreamh corrach casta a thainig as seo: caidritilacht gharbh na getlsraideanna agus coimhlint ghéar i getrsai
oibre. Ar shli éigin bhi cultir comhchoiteann ag an d4 dhream: mar a deir an starai Lauren Onkey, afach, ni ceart
scéal romansach a dhéanamh den chomhcheangal d chun fuath cine na nGael-Mheiricéanach a shéanadh né a
cheilt.”

Ni as Eirinn féin a thug na hEireannaigh leo an ghrain seo. Nuair a thug Frederick Douglass, iarscldbhai agus
scribhneoir, cuairt ar Eirinn sa bhliain 1845, bhi an méid seo le ra aige:

Instead of the bright, blue sky of America, I am covered with the soft, grey fog of the Emerald Isle. I
breathe, and lo! the chattel becomes a man. I gaze around in vain for one who will question my equal
humanity, claim me as his slave, or offer me an insult. I employ a cab—1I am seated beside white people—I
reach the hotel —I enter the same door—I am shown into the same parlour —I dine at the same table—and
no one is offended... I find myself regarded and treated at every turn with the kindness and deference
paid to white people.’

Sa bhliain 1841 sheol 60,000 duine in Eirinn aitheasc chun na nEireannach i Meiriced, ag iarraidh orthu dul i
gcomhar leis na daonuascléiri. Tamall ina dhiaidh scriobh an daonuascléir William Lloyd Garrison na focail seo
faoi Eireannaigh Mheiriced: ‘Even to this hour, not a single Irishman has come forward, either publicly or
privately, to express his approval of the Address, or to avow his determination to abide by its sentiments’.*

Bhi Dénall O Conaill féin i gcoinne na sclabhaiochta, cé nar labhair sé ach go seachantach faithi ar dtts ar eagla
go gcuirfeadh se fearg ar a lucht tacaiochta sna Stait. Bhris ar an bhfoighne air faoi dheireadh, afach: ‘Over the
broad Atlantic I pour forth my voice, saying, Come out of such a land, you Irishmen; or, if you remain, and dare
countenance the system of slavery that is supported there, we will recognize you as Irishmen no longer.”

Is beag aird a tugadh air, 6 ba 1 an ainnis ba chuis leis an ngéariomaiocht agus leis an ngrain. Formhér moér na
nEireannach a bhain Meirice4 amach, fiti roimh an Drochshaol, ba bhochtdin iad gan cheird né scileanna ar leith.
I mBostin bhi na hEireannaigh ag plodu isteach i seomrai dorcha gan uisce, ag tdgail bothan i lanai salacha né i
ngairdini n6 ag dul chun cdnaithe i siléir. Rinne an tifeas slad: d’fhaigheadh 60% de na leanai bas sula mbidis sé
bliana d’aois agus is minic a gheobhadh inimircigh fhasta bas i gceann sé bliana. I Nua Eabhrac ni bhiodh rompu

! Douglass (1882), Ich 258.
2
Onkey (1999).

* Douglass (1855), Ich 288.
* Ignatiev (1995), Ich 28.
> Ibid., Ich 29.




ach tiondntain bhrocacha agus ‘runners’ a bhiodh ar pa ag caimiléiri agus a mhealladh naiosaigh i nGaeilge lena
gcreachadh. Bhi an obair gann; bhi an t-6l agus an t-achrann fltirseach. Bhi na hEireannaigh ag dul i ngleic le
dream eile gan moran scileanna, fir ghorma shaora, chun greim a fhail ar an obair ba mhaslai, agus ba nimhneach
an faltanas a thdinig de.

Sa bhliain 1834 d’imigh drong le craobhacha tri cheantar gorm Philadelphia. Eireanaigh ba ea a bhformhér, agus
mharaigh siad beirt ghorman agus bhasc a lan eile. Creachadh agus scriosadh dha shéipéal agus breis is fiche
teach. Duirt coiste fiosrchain gurbh é ba chionsiocair leis an racdn daoine a bheith den tuairim go raibh fostoiri
éigin ag roghnu oibrithe gorma thar oibrithe bana. Scéal coitianta ba ea racain den saghas seo ag an am.

Bhiodh moéran oibrithe gorma le fail ar na duganna i Nua Eabhrac, in Philadelphia agus i gcathracha eile an
Tuaiscirt, agus in Baltimore, Charleston, New Orleans agus i gcalafoirt eile sa Deisceart. Sa bhliain 1850 d’éiligh
oibrithe Eireannacha in Nua Eabhrac go gcartfai oibrithe gorma. I rith stailc na bliana 1852 agus aris sna blianta
1855, 1862 agus 1863, chuaigh dugairi Eireannacha i ngleic leis na hoibrithe gorma a thainig isteach ina n-ionad. I
Mi Linasa 1862 bhi méran Eireannach sa drong a d’ionsaigh monarcha in Brooklyn mar a raibh daoine gorma
(mna agus paisti den chuid is mo) ag déanamh tobac. Theith na hoibrithe suas an staighre agus chuir an drong
an chéad urlar tri thine. B’éigean don tinéir a ghealladh go gcuirfeadh sé na hoibrithe gorma chun béthair agus
go bhfostédh sé Eireannaigh amhdin.

Bhi oibrithe Eireannacha i dtuaisceart na Stat i gcoinne chealti na scldbhaiochta. Sa bhliain 1838 rinne drong
Eireannach luaith de Pennsylvania Hall, foirgneamh a tégadh le sintitiis mar ait chruinnithe do dhaonuascldiri.
Fiti d4 geealdfal an sclabhaiocht, b’fhearr leis na hEireannaigh go bhfanfadh daoine gorma ar na plandélacha né
go bhfillfidis ar an Afraic. Idir an d4 linn thaobhaigh siad leis an Pairti Daonlathach, dream a chosain an
sclabhaiocht roimh Chogadh na gCarad agus a bhi ag iarraidh cearta sclabhaithe fuascailte a chingti i gconai.

The competition among Irish and black laborers failed to lead to unity because it did not take place under
normal labor market conditions but was distorted by the color line. However much the Irish were
oppressed as a race in Ireland and exploited as workers in America, once landed in Boston, New York or
Philadelphia, they enjoyed one marked advantage over refugees from Southern slavery: No one was
chasing them with dogs.®

Rinne an starai Arnold Shankman amach ¢ nuachtain ghorma agus 6 thoinsi eile de chuid na tréimhse 1840-1921
gurbh iad na daoine gorma ar na dreamanna ba 1t a bhi i bhfabhar neamhspleéchas na hEireann, cé go raibh trua
ag cuid acu do bhochtain na hEireann agus dochas acu go rachadh Eire a bealach féin. Bhi a fhios acu cén fuath a
bhi ag na Gael-Mheiricednaigh ddibh - an namhaid ba bhuaine agus ba mhioscaisi acu.”

De réir a chéile bhi na hEireamaigh in ann buntéiste a bhaint as a bheith ban. D’fhéadfaidis (mar a deir Ignatiev)
dul ar lorg oibre de gach saghas seacht fanacht i mbun obair &irithe; d’fhéadfadh fiontraithe Eireannacha oibrit
taobh amuigh de mhargadh leithscartha; d’fhéadfaidis go léir tairbhe a bhaint as cearta daonlathacha, cénai cibé
ait ab acmhainn déibh agus a gcuid a chaitheamh de réir a dtola.

Niorbh iad na bochtdin amhdin a raibh dimheas acu ar an bpobal gorm, cé gurb iad ab achrannai. Chreid
formhér moér an phobail bhain gur shuarai daoine gorma na iad, tuairim a bhi ag Gael-Mheiricednaigh
mheanaicmeacha chomh maith le cach. Anois féin cloistear an cheist: ‘Ma d’éirigh linne sinn féin a tharrac as an
ainnis, cén fath nach ndéanfadh daoine gorma é?” An freagra: ba i an Bhéine féin a sholathair do na hEireamaigh
deiseanna agus acmhainni an phobail mhéir, rudai nach raibh teacht ag daoine gorma orthu. T4, gan dabht, dul
chun cinn iontach déanta ag an bpobal gorm d’ainneoin na gconstaici; ach ta rian agus smal na staire orthu fds.

Ciréibeanna na bliana 1863

Chuir Acht an Choinscriofa 1863 cor eile sa scéal. Bhi fir bhana idir fiche bliain agus ctig bliana d’aois inliostailte
in Arm an Aontais. Bhi cead ag fir ghorma shaora dul san arm da ndeoin féin. D’fhéadfadh toicithe bana fear
ionaid a fhostt, ioc as an liostdil a chur ar athlé né breab a thabhairt do dhochttir ar son dioltine leighis. Ba
moéide an fuath cine na difriochtai seo idir dhliteanais na bhfear gorm, na dtoicithe agus na mbochtan ban (a

® Ignatiev (2010).
7 Shankman (1980), Igh 284-299.




raibh méran Eireannach ina measc). Bhi ciréibeanna ina lan cathrach agus ionsaiodh feidhmeannaigh liostala
agus fir ghorma shaora. Thosaigh an racan ba mheasa ar 11 Bealtaine 1863 i Nua Eabhrac, nuair a mharaigh coéip
na sraide (agus neart Eireannach ina measc aris) breis is céad duine. Chuir siad oifigi liostéla tri thine, d’ionsaigh
siad dtdrais chogaidh, misitin Phrotastiinacha, péilini agus daoine bana meanaicmeacha; ansin chrom siad ar
dhaoine gorma a bhascadh agus a mhard. Chriochnaigh an scéal le comhrac idir bhochtain na cathrach taobh
thiar da gcuid barracaidi agus reisiminti a bhi tagtha ar ais 6 chath Gettysburg.

Téa 1éargas le fail ar ar tharla in Report of the Committee of Merchants for the Relief of Colored People, Suffering from the
Late Riots in the City of New York, a bhfuil cuntas ann ar ghniomharthai uafais agus ar an déirc a tugadh do “the
colored people of this city, who have recently been deprived of their kindred by murderers, of their homes by
fire, and of their accustomed means of support; having been forcibly driven therefrom by an infuriated mob,
without cause or provocation...”. As an 2,450 fear gorm a fuair ctiiteamh, bhi 1,267 duine acu ina n-oibrithe agus
ina ndugairi: ‘So determined and bitter is the feeling of the 'longshoremen against negroes that not one of the
latter dared show themselves upon the docks or piers, even when a regular employee of the place’.

Ta roinnt scéalta pearsanta ann, ar nés scéal Richard Wilson, ‘a Methodist Elder’.

"On Tuesday at 9 o'clock, A. M. the mob came; my wife and one daughter went out the front basement
way, escaping with a few bruises. As it was the men they were most violent against, my other daughter
remained with me and my three sons, declaring that she would risk her life with her father. Finding the
rioters would soon break through, we all climbed over the back fence into the yard where this lady lived.
Instantly she came out to meet us and told us to hide ourselves as quickly as possible in her basement
cellar. But the mob had espied us and quick as thought they surrounded her house. She calmly went out
to the front door and met them, demanding what they were making all that clamor about, at her house.
The mob were for a moment foiled by her coolness, and she immediately took advantage of the quiet to
tell a neighbor to run as quick as his feet could carry him to the Arsenal and bring the soldiers. She then
ordered her girl to pack up all her more valuable things in trunks and sent for a carman to come for them.

By this time the mob had become intensely excited - assured by some of their fellows - of the presence of
the blacks in the basement. They rushed up the steps and tried to get past the noble woman. T tell you, she
said, ‘no one goes in this house except over my dead body.' Her resolute manner, though she was a
woman of small stature, awed them. 'If  had my sword here,' muttered a ruffian who appeared like a
runaway soldier, 'Twould settle you.'

'As soon as I remove my trunks and furniture,' she said, 'you can come in, not before.' In a few minutes
the military appeared, and the lady, the negroes and the cart load of valuables, were all safely conveyed to
the Arsenal."

* Ignatiev, Noel (1995). How The Irish became White. Routledge.

* Ignatiev, Noel (2010): ‘The Divide Between Blacks and the Irish’:
http://www.theroot.com/views/divide-between-blacks-and-irish

* Douglass, Frederick (1855). My Bondage and My Freedom. Cuid 2: ‘Life as a Freeman,” Caibidil XXIV, Ich 288.
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/202/202-h/202-h.htm#link2HCH0024

* Douglass, Frederick (1882). The Life and times of Frederick Douglass. London. Cuid 2, Caibidil IX, 1ch 258:
http://files.libertyfund.org/files/2007/Douglass 1349 Bk.pdf

* Onkey, Lauren, "A Melee and a Curtain": Black-Irish Relations in Ned Harrigan's The MulliganGuard Ball,
Ball State University, Indiana: http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/jouvert/v4il/onkey.htm

* Shankman, Arnold, ‘Black on Green: Afro-American Editors on Irish Independence, 1840-1921,” Phylon (1960-),
Vol. 41, No. 3 (3rd Qtr., 1980), pp. 284-299, Clark Atlanta University.

* Montgomery, David, “Na Gaeil agus Gluaiseacht an Lucht Oibre’ in Go Meiriced Siar, eag. Stiofan O
hAnnrachain, An Cléchomhar Tta 1979.

* Report of the Committee of Merchants for the Relief of Colored People, Suffering from the Late Riots in the City of New
York: http://memoryloc.gov/cgi-bin/query/rPammem /rbaapc:@field D OCID+@lit(tbaapc21000div2))
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Cogadh agus teitheadh

Ceist diospdireachta san Astrail scéal na dteifeach d a thagann aduaidh i mbaid ‘neamhuidaraithe’, scéal nach
bpléitear go ciallmhar i gcdnai agus a bhfuil a nddigh féin curtha ag na moérphairtithe polaititlla uirthi. Déantar
tracht ar olcas na smuigléiri daoine, agus nil amhras na go bhfuil caineadh tuilte acu siid a chuireann daoine
chun farraige i mbaid gan mhaith. O thaobh an riarachdin de, 4fach, ni mér an tairbhe teifigh a phrdiseail
lasmuigh den Astrail; admhaitear go mbeadh sé i bhfad nios aisitila agus nios saoire é a dhéanamh ar an mor-
roinn. Glactar mar dhideanaithe le 90% diobh sitd a thagann aduaidh agus nil aon amhras na gur féidir leis an
Astrail failtit roimh shlua teifeach eile. Ni minic atd daoine sasta an cheist a scradd ina hiomlaine: i.e. dul amach
ar aigne agus ar chuspoiri na dteifeach agus ar an mbail ata orthu ina dtir féin.

O Sri Lanka a thagann cuid mhaith de lucht na mbad, cuid acu ag éalt én mbochtanas, cuid eile én leatrom. Is
gearr 6 rinne Navi Pillay, Ard-Choimisinéir na Naisitin Aontaithe um Chearta Daonna, léirit ar an scéal agus i
tar éis cuairt a thabhairt ar Sri Lanka. Bhuail si leis an Uachtaran Mahinda Rajapaksa, le hAiri rialtais agus le
hardfhaidhmeannaigh dli, agus le polaiteoiri nar chuid den rialtas iad — ceannaire an Fhreastira agus ceannaire
Chomhcheangal Naisitinta na dTamalach. Bhuail sé le Coimisitin Naisiinta na gCearta Daonna, le cosantéiri
cearta daonna agus le heagraiochtai pobail.

Ghabh si buiochas leis an Rialtas as an gcinamh a tugadh di, agus duirt gur sheas siad, trid is trid, leis an
ngealltint a tugadh di go bhféadfadh sé dul cibé ait ba mhian 1éi. Chuir si a dea-mhéin a chur in itil do na daoine
go léir a maraiodh i rith an chogaidh agus rinne comhbrén lena muintir. D’fheann si baicle bheag i Sri Lanka a
bhi a chur in il le tamall anuas go raibh ba aici leis an LTTE (na ‘Tiogair”).

Mhol si polasai nua an tritheangachais agus an méid atégala a rinneadh le cabhair ¢ thiortha eile, ¢
ghniomhaireachtai na Naisiin Aontaithe agus 6 eagraiochtai neamhrialtais: béithre, tithe, scoileanna agus eile.
Bhi an chuid is mé de na mianaigh bainte anios agus deis ag na milte duine filleadh abhaile d4 bharr.

Nior mhaith 1éi a chloisteal, afach, go bhfuil an t-arm ag cur a ladair i ngnéthai sibhialta — turasdireacht,
feirmeoireacht, oideachas. Duirt si freisin gur mhoér an cré é an dianfhaireachas a dhéantar ar an dream a d’fhill
abhaile. Bhi fearg uirthi faoin drochide chollai a bhi a fulaingt ag mna agus ag cailini. Luaigh si don fuadach a
bhi ar sitl chomh minic sin in iarthar agus i ndeisceart na tire le beagan blianta anuas, agus 1 ag stil go mbeadh
an Coimisitin nua Fiosrtichdin nios éifeachtai na a leithéidi eile. Rinne si tagairt d’ionsaithe ar mhionlaigh
reiligitinacha agus don mhoill a bhi ar an Rialtas pionds a thabhairt do na daoine a bhi ciontach astu.

Chain si na férsai slandala as cosantdiri cearta daonna a cheistiti tar éis doibh sitid a bheith ag caint 1éi.

This type of surveillance and harassment appears to be getting worse in Sri Lanka, which is a country
where critical voices are quite often attacked or even permanently silenced. Utterly unacceptable at any
time, it is particularly extraordinary for such treatment to be meted out during a visit by a UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

Dtirt si gur maraiodh os cionn triocha iriseoir 6n mbliain 2005 i leith agus gur fhag a lan eile an tir. Is minic a
ionsaiodh oifigi nuachtan agus teilifise, agus deir iriseoiri go bhfuil altanna leo nach féidir leo a chur i gclé. An
Chombhairle Bhunreachtiil a mholadh ceapachdin do chomhlachtai neamhspleacha cealaiodh i, agus ta
ceapachain shinseartha bhreithiinacha ag brath ar ghnothai polaititla anois.

Mar sin féin, d’aithin si go bhfuil aigne dhaonlathach ag méran daoine éga.
Mar fhocal scoir, cuimhnimis ar Sunila Abeysekara, cosantéir cearta daonna agus feimineach a cailleadh le
déanai. Bhronn na Naisitiin Aontaithe an Duais Cearta Daonna uirthi sa bhliain 1999 agus d’aithin Human Rights

Watch tairbhe a cuid oibre. Sa bhliain 1989 bhi si orthu siid a bhunaigh INFORM, grtpa a rinne drochide a
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thaifeadadh nuair a bhi leatrom 4 dhéanamh ar fud na tire. B’éigean di an tir a fhagail capla uair toisc go
rabhthas ag bagairt bais uirthi.

Féach:

http://un.lk/news/opening-remarks-by-un-high-commissioner-for-human-rights-navi-pillay/
Colombo, 31 Liinasa 2013

Mura mian leat An Liiibin a fhail, cuir teachtaireacht da réir chun rianach@optusnet.com.au.

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email accordingly to rianach@optusnet.com.au .




Leaganacha simplithe

Gael-Mheiriceanaigh agus an ciniochas

Sa bhliain 1995 d’fhoilsigh an starai MeiriceAnach Noel Ignatiev leabhar faoi na hEireannaigh i
Meiricea: How the Irish Became White. Duiirt sé go raibh drochmheas ar na hEireannaigh i Meiricea ar
dtus direach mar a bhi ar dhaoine gorma ach gurbh fhéidir leis na hEireannaigh dul chun cinn sa
saol toisc go raibh siad ban. Rinne siad daoine gorma a mhasla agus fit a mhara.

Bhi, ar ndéigh, taobh eile ar an scéal. Bhi bochtain 6 Eirinn, daoine gorma agus nochtain eile ina
gconai le sna slumai. Phos siad a chéile agus bhidis ag obair le chéile. Bhi coimhlint ghéar eatharthu i
gcarsai oibre agus caidreamh acu ar a chéile ar bhealai eile: cultir comhchoiteann. Ach bhi an
ciniochas ann.

Ni as Eirinn féin a thug na hEireannaigh leo an ghrain seo. Sa bhliain 1841 sheol 60,000 duine in
Eirinn aitheasc’® chun na nEireannach i Meiricea, ag iarraidh orthu dul i gcomhar leis na
daonuascléiri. Ni bhfuair siad freagra. Bhi Dénall O Conaill féin i gcoinne na sclabhaiochta'® ach nior
éisteadh leis i Meiricea nuair a chain sé ‘the system of slavery that is supported there’.

Na hEireannaigh a thainig go dti Meiriced bhi méran acu an-bhocht. Bhi siad ag plédu isteach i
seomrai dorcha salacha; mharaigh an tiofas méran acu; bhi an obair gann, ach bhi an t-61 agus an t-
achrann fluirseach. Ni raibh le fail acu ach na jabanna ba mheasa, jabanna a bhi & ndéanamh ag fir
ghorma. Bhiodh achrann ann da bharr.

Bhi oibrithe Eireannacha i gcoinne chealii na sclabhaiochta ar eagla go mbeadh nios mé oibrithe
gorma ag dul in iomaiocht leo. Thaobhaigh siad leis an Pairti Daonlathach, dream a chosain an
sclabhaiocht roimh Chogadh na gCarad.

Bhi méran Eireannach i measc na ndronganna'® a d’ionsaigh oibrithe gorma. Bhi ciréib den saghas
sin sa bhliain 1834 i gceantar gorm Philadelphia. Sa bhliain 1850 d’éiligh oibrithe Eireannacha in
Nua Eabhrac go gcartfai'® oibrithe gorma. Bhiodh oibrithe gorma ag troid leis na hoibrithe gorma a
thagadh isteach ina n-ionad i rith stailceanna. Sa bhliain 1862 bhi méran Eireannach sa drong a
d’ionsaigh monarcha in Brooklyn mar a raibh mna agus paisti gorma ag déanamh tobac. Cuireadh an
mhonarcha tri thine. Duirt an t-Giinéir gurbh Eireannaigh amhain a bheadh ar fosta aige feasta.

Sa bhliain 1863 bhi ciréib an-mhoér i Nua Eabhrac. Bhi Cogadh na gCarad ar siul agus duradh le
bochtain na cathrach go gcaithfidis dul san arm. Ni raibh iachall ar fhir ghorma é sin a dhéanamh
agus b’fhéidir le fir shaibhre an cogadh a sheachaint ar fad. D’éirigh na bochtain bhana amach agus
moéran Eireannach ina measc. D’ionsaigh siad daoine gorma agus mharaigh cuid acu, agus cuireadh
tithe na ndaoine gorma tri thine. B’éigean don arm teacht isteach chun an t-éiri amach a chur faoi
chois.

I ndeireadh na dala bhi na hEireannaigh in ann buntaiste a bhaint as a bheith ban. Bhi deis acu
obair de gach saghas a dhéanamh agus tairbhe a bhaint as cearta daonlathacha. Bhi siad in ann
conai cibé ait ab acmhainn déibh agus a gcuid airgid a chaitheamh de réir mar ba mhian leo. Ni raibh
na buntaisti sin ag daoine gorma agus ta constaici rompu f6s.

Cogadh agus teitheadh

Ceist mhor diospéireachta ceist na ndideanaithe san Astrail, ceist nach bpléitear go ciallmhar i gconai
agus a bhfuil a ndéigh féin curtha ag na moérphairtithe polaititila uirthi. Déantar tracht ar olcas na
smuigléiri daoine, agus nil amhras na go bhfuil caineadh tuilte acu siid a chuireann daoine chun
farraige i mbaid gan mhaith. Ach ni minic a dhéanann daoine iarracht ar aigne agus ar chuspéiri na
ndideanaithe féin a thuiscint.

9 Aitheasc — address, exhortation

% Sclabhaiocht - slavery

" Cogadh na gCarad — Civil War

2 Dronganna - mobs

B3 Go gcartfai — that...would be sacked




Thug Navi Pillay, Ard-Choimisinéir an AE um Chearta Daonna, léargas ar an scéal nuair a thug si
cuairt ar Sri Lanka le déanai.

Chuaigh Navi Pillay chun cainte leis an Uachtaran Mahinda Rajapaksa, le hAiri rialtais agus le lucht
dli. Chuaigh sé chun cainte freisin le polaiteoiri nach cuid den rialtas iad — ceannaire an Fhreastira
agus ceannaire Chomhcheangal Naisiinta na dTamalach. Bhuail sé le Coimisitin Naisitinta na
gCearta Daonna, le cosantéiri cearta daonna agus le heagraiochtai pobail. Ghabh si buiochas leis an
Rialtas as an gcinamh a tugadh di agus as an gcead a tugadh si dul cibé ait ba mhian 1éi.

Ba mhaith 1éi a fheiceail go raibh béithre, tithe, droichid agus scoileanna a n-atégail le cinamh 6 na

bharr. Mhol si polasai nua an tritheangachais.

Duirt si, afach, go raibh an tArm ag cur a ladair'* i ngnéthai sibhialta. TA mna agus cailini ag fulaingt
drochide chollai, rud a chain si go laidir. Duirt si nach raibh fiosru ceart déanta ar an bhfuadach, coir
a bhi coitianta ar fud na tire. Maraiodh né ruaigeadh moéran iriseoiri a scriobh siad rudai nar thaitin
leis na hudarais. Rinne si tagairt don fhaireachas agus don chiapadh a bhi, a duirt si, réchoitianta in
Sri Lanka, agus do na hionsaithe a bhi 4 ndéanamh ar mhionlaigh reiligiunacha.

Mar sin féin, bhi athas uirthi go raibh aigne dhaonlathach ag méran daoine 6ga.

1 Ag cur a ladair - interfering




